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Visiting artist inspires students to look beyond the
mundane
Bridget Pack / Montana Kaimin  5 hrs ago  
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Celebrated printmaker Brian Kelly spent the week with
University of Montana School of Visual Arts and Media students,
teaching them to embrace their environment by being aware of
their surroundings and the people within them. 

Kelly is inspired by the physical and symbolic landscape, using
those inspirations in his art of printmaking.

“Experiencing the landscape is what feeds us and it is critical to
be aware of your environment as an artist because the landscape
influences you,” Kelly said.

Kelly visited UM from Feb. 21 to 24 to share his art and
knowledge with students as part of the MATRIX press visiting
artist program.  

Kelly’s prints have been in over 500 exhibitions throughout the
United States, Canada, Japan, South Korea, China, Ireland,
Australia, Brazil, Poland, England, Scotland and Slovenia. In
addition, his prints have been in museum and university
collections, including the U.S. Library of Congress, The New York
Public Library, Southern Graphics International Printmaking
Archives, and many more.

Founded by James Bailey in 1998, MATRIX press brings in
nationally and internationally known artists to produce limited-
edition prints with students and the printmaking faculty. In
partnership, students can work alongside an artist throughout
the creative process. Prints produced during these week-long,
intensive workshops are allocated between the artist, students
and MATRIX press.   

During his residency, Kelly worked with students to create four
editions of prints. Drawing inspiration from places in Louisiana,
Utah, New Mexico, Colorado and Montana, many of his prints
are a reflection of the changing world around him. 

Kelly defines environment as being aware of everything around
you, including people. His interactions with people and his
memories often translate into his work as specific metaphorical
animals. He creates a hierarchy in his art to express something he
strongly resonates with.

During his residency, he shared a story about his brother, a pig
farmer who grew up in Chicago. Kelly’s experience with the pig
farm haunted because of the brutality of the work. One of his
wood-carved screen prints, “FOOD CHAIN PIG HEAD,”
presented a large-scale pig head towards the top of the page and
other symbolic images of interactions he had with people. 

Kelly’s art is very personal and often has symbolic meanings. His
work is based heavily on the notion that life is not linear,
reflecting that Kelly is always open to new possibilities. 

“Your path is not linear, you meet people for a reason and it is
not coincidental,” said Kelly. 

Kelly shared that his initial career path was not printmaking, but
working as a ski patroller. But on a day he planned to go skiing,
his family encouraged him to attend a career fair instead. That
day the director of the Art Institute of Chicago saw his artwork
and, a week later, offered him a full-ride scholarship. 

Kelly earned a master’s in printmaking from Louisiana State
University, a bachelor’s of fine art in printmaking from Northern
Illinois University and a certificate in waterless lithography from
the Tamarind Institute of Lithography. Kelly serves as head of the
printmaking program and the coordinator of Marais press at
University of Louisiana-Lafayette.

“I like the exchange of ideas and the college community,” Kelly
said. “What nourishes my soul is teaching.”

The collaborative artwork Kelly worked on with UM students was
titled “GATOR TASTES LIKE CHICKEN MONTE.” Kelly took a
solid black print he created by wood-carving, then scanned it in
Photoshop. He divided it into sections for the students to create
multiple screen print layers in color. The print presents a large-
scale alligator along with other metaphorical animals. In the
distance, there is a large “fence” representing a past neighbor.

All students were welcome to view the print process and connect
with Kelly. However, MATRIX press asked only a few students to
assist in the printmaking process.

Crystal McCallie is a first-year master of fine arts student in
printmaking. McCallie, 43, is from Amarillo, Texas and
graduated with a bachelor of fine arts in printmaking from UM.
McCallie said that by being involved in this process, she gained
more knowledge and confidence in printing large-scale projects.

“I love listening to him talk to the students because he has so
much knowledge,” McCallie said. “It advanced my familiarity
with working in a larger collaborative print.” 

Undergraduate student Orion Bos is in printmaking and was
asked to assist. Bos, 24, is from Hamilton, Montana, and is a
junior in the SVMA. Bos plans to apply for the BFA program
focusing on printmaking.

“Collaborating with Brian (Kelly), who is a working artist,
inspires me,” Bos said. “As an art student, I often wonder what I
will do with this degree, and Brian (Kelly) being here encouraged
me to know I can make it.”             

“Every day is about making art and being in the studio,” Kelly
said. 

Brian Kelly, left, is assists Dagny Walton in the color mixing process for Kelly’s design.
MATRIX Press brought Kelly to the University of Montana as part of the visiting artist
program to share his knowledge with printmaking to students.
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Robin Selvig spent over half his life coaching 
the Lady Griz, now, his name graces the 
Dahlberg Arena floor to honor that tenure. 
Read about his life on and off the court in the 
Kaimin: buff.ly/3ZhHHJ6

Article by Max Dupras. 
Photos by Maddie Crandall. 
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The March 2 issue of the Montana Kaimin 
comes out tomorrow. This week is a real slam-
dunk! Get it at any of these locations or online 
at MontanaKaimin.com
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Letter to the editor

Runyon Matthews 21 min ago

Dear editor,

OPINION

Hockey coaches need to be held
accountable

Griffen Smith / Montana Kaimin 5 hrs ago

The University of Montana hockey team’s games were some of
the most exciting sporting events to attend last fall, but the lack
of oversight that made student players ineligible was swept
under…
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Letter to the editor

Makayla DeLange 18 hrs ago

Half of all Montanans experience menstruation, but period
poverty affects one in four girls in the state. This means that one
in four girls in Montana have had to skip school because they
coul…
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Lady Griz Legacy

Max Dupras / Montana Kaimin 5 hrs ago

Dahlberg Arena had a distinct energy as friends, family and lifelong
fans of former Lady Griz head coach Robin Selvig waited for the reveal
of a court naming long overdue.
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Undoing 50 years

Mariah Thomas and Chloe Olsgaard / Montana Kaimin
Feb 23, 2023

When Diane Sands was a student at the University of Montana in
1970, abortion was on the front line of both political attacks and
protections.
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SPOTLIGHT

20 years under the Big Sky

Updated Feb 16, 2023

Every year, the Big Sky Film Festival returns to Missoula with a
selection of diverse films from across the country and the world.
While differing in genre, tone and topic, these films usually articulate
a common theme, a thread to pull the festival together.
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The stolen peoples

Aislin Tweedy and Andy Tallman / Montana Kaimin Feb 9, 2023

Editor’s note: In January, the nonprofit news organization ProPublica
published a sweeping list of museums, universities and other
institutions that still hold Native American remains, including bones
and scalp bags. Under the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act of 1990, a…
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Burning back history

Christine Compton / Montana Kaimin Updated Feb 13, 2023

Every time UM senior Mason Banks remembers his first and only
Foresters’ Ball from 2020, he smiles.

Want to place an advertisement online or in the print edition of the
Kaimin? Click here for more info!

Learn more

Want to place a classified online or in the print edition of the Kaimin?
Click here for more info!

Learn more
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Natural & effective
cough & cold relief
for kids

Hyland's 4 Kids Stuffy Nose & Sinus Cold and
Allergy Medicine for Children Ages 2+ Headac…
Relief and Nasal Decongestant, 50 Tablets2,549

8$ 99 Shop now

Videos

Warmth of the Sun - Drake Gerber

As part of The Montana Kaimin’s series profiling the talent of our campus’s artists, grad student ceramicist and sculpture artist Drake Gerber takes us through the process of
setting up his thesis show, Warmth of the Sun. The show is a culmination of places he has been and the feelings he as…
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